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W H E R E M E E TW O R L D S

Russian travel show 
on YouTube aims to 

plant churches
An unusual approach to seeking 

the lost takes the form of an 
Internet TV show about current 

events, history, travel and 
exploration.

Follow Me
A weekly, live Arabic-

language TV show 
is teaching viewers 

around the world 
what it means to live 
a holy life, following 

Jesus. 
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Evangelism

Arabic TV program 
teaches viewers how to 
follow Jesus

*Tahir and his wife, *Rima, 
from Syria, first came to know 
Christ a year ago. As they are 
learning and growing in their 
new faith, a key part of that 
support comes in the form of a 
Christian TV program.
The same is true for *Kamal, a Christian in 
Morocco who formerly belonged to another 
faith. He doesn’t have the freedom to ask 
Christians in his city about his faith questions, 
or to find strength in a local community of 
believers. Every week he watches the same 
TV program to hear worship songs and the 
testimonies of other Christians.

The couple from Syria and the believer 
from Morocco both reach out to the show’s 
response team through social media to request 
prayer, ask questions, comment on the stories 
and music, or express gratitude for the show.

“Follow Me with Ayman Kafrouny” is the live, 
weekly Nazarene broadcast they are watching.  
Every Wednesday, the program airs globally on 
the Arabic-language Christian network, SAT-7. 
The network’s several channels broadcast in 25 

Middle Eastern and North African countries, 
as well as 50 European countries. Wikipedia 
reports that as of 2017, the total viewing 
audience of SAT-7’s several channels was 
estimated at over 21 million.

“Follow Me” began as an hour-long series, 
but has recently expanded to episodes of 90 
minutes. Kafrouny said the guests provided 
such rich content that the team realized 60 
minutes wasn’t long enough cover all the 
desired material.

It is aired four times a week, with the first 
broadcast being live, and then repeating three 
more times.

“This means we have six hours of air time 
weekly,” Kafrouny said.

Viewers who contact the “Follow Me” team 
are watching in Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iraq, 
Sudan and beyond. They reach out through the 
program’s Facebook page, calling or text, and 
send messages through other digital platforms, 
including WhatsApp. 

One woman responded after a program 
featured a guest who ministers in Lebanese 
prisons. The viewer is also involved in prison 
ministry – to women in Sudan. She was 

see “ARABIC” • page 3

“Follow Me” is partially 
funded through World 
Mission Broadcast 
(WMB), a fund to 
which local Nazarene 
churches around the 
world contribute 
offerings. 

WMB provides grants 
to local churches and 
districts to create and 
develop evangelistic 
and discipling 
broadcasts that may air 
on radio and television 
stations, and the 
Internet.

Find out more, or 
give now at: http://
nazarene.org/wmb
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ARABIC: Show teaches holiness living 
encouraged by the guest’s stories.

Each episode features worship 
music led by Bouchrieh Church of 
the Nazarene’s worship team, as 
well as a guest, either a well-known 
public figure or someone “ordinary,” 
who shares a testimony and answers 
questions. 

Program themes grapple with 
difficult issues and questions, 
such as, where is God when there 
is dislocation and war; whether 
and how Christians can engage 
politically; and how to reflect God’s 
character in the home.

“Follow Me” is the sixth television 
program produced by Nazarene 
Broadcast Communication 
Ministries.

“We noticed that almost all our 
previous productions so far were 
focusing on the Great Commission,” 
said Rev. Ayman Kafrouny, who 
directs and produces the programs 
with a team of Nazarenes, most of 
whom are members of Bouchrieh 
Church of the Nazarene, in Beirut, 
Lebanon, where he serves as lead 
pastor. “So it’s 
time for us now 
to put more 
emphasis on our 
doctrine (holiness) 
that distinguishes 
us from other 
denominations, 
and to give a 
simple and clear 
explanation on 
how we believe a 
Christian should 
live his or her life 
as a witness for 
Jesus Christ.”

In preparing and developing the 
program, Kafrouny observed other 
Christian programs airing in Arabic, 
and noticed that few of them 
focused on holiness; those that did 
discuss it failed to do so in a clear, 
simple and practical way, he said.

“We hope this program will help 
our audience to know that holiness 
is not designated just for an elite 
group of Christians,” Kafrouny 
said. “Rather, it’s a command in the 
Scripture (Heb 12:14) (Rom 8:29), 
and it’s possible to every person, 
since God is the one who will 
accomplish it in the life of those who 
believe it.”

This is the first year for the team to 
develop a live show. Because SAT-7 
producers believe so deeply in the 
value of “Follow Me,” they have 
provided studio space, equipment 
and part of the technical crew.

Through funding from World 
Mission Broadcast, a fund supported 
by local Nazarene churches around 
the world, the “Follow Me” team are 
able to hire additional freelancers to 
complete the crew.

While it’s not possible to measure 
exactly how many are watching 
“Follow Me” each week, the growing 
interactions with the Nazarene 
follow-up team through Facebook 
indicate the show is expanding its 

audience weekly. 
Since it launched 
in May 2018, its 
Facebook page 
has reported 
numbers of 
interactions as 
high as 46,000. 
Each episode is 
posted on the 
page for long-
term availability 
after it airs.

Visual broadcasts 
are the most 
popular forms 
of media in 

the Arabic world, Kafrouny said. 
Previous Nazarene TV programs, 
some of which aired as long ago 
as 2009, remain in syndication on 
various Christian TV stations around 
the world or are still being watched 
on the Internet. Kafrouny said 
regularly people approach him to 

thank him for an episode of a now-
ended TV program that they have 
just seen in a re-run or on a website, 
such as YouTube. 

That means all the previous 
Nazarene Arabic-language TV 
programs continue to have an 
indefinite lifespan to impact viewers, 
even beyond their original airdate. 
It’s natural to expect that “Follow 
Me” will, as well.

“Our hope or our prayer is to reach 
out to people who we cannot see 
face to face,” Kafrouny said. “The 
results, the fruits, we may not see 
them all. We believe the people 
we are reaching, that many are 
becoming members in the Kingdom 
of God.” q

-- By Gina Grate Pottenger

*Names changed for privacy

Continued from page 3

“We hope this program 
will help our audience to 
know that holiness is not 
designated just for an 
elite group of Christians. 
It’s a command in 
the Scripture, and it’s 
possible to every person, 
since God is the one who 
will accomplish it.”

- Pastor Ayman Kafrouny

Pastor Ayman Kafrouny leads a team 
from his church in writing and producing 
Follow Me for SAT-7 TV.
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“The idea is to find 
people who like 
thinking programs, 
and we give them the 
opportunity to think 
about spiritual things, 
too.”

-- Pastor Yuri

Russian YouTube travel show aims to plant churches

Evangelism

Adventure. History. Tourism. 
Exploration. Spirituality.
These are the themes of a Russian-language 
YouTube channel called Alfa-News.TV, led 
and produced by Pastor Yuri, a Nazarene 
leader in Russia.

Several years ago, restrictive legislation 
and increasing government pressure in 
Russia were making it more difficult to rely 
on traditional methods for evangelism and 
church planting. Yuri (pictured on the cover 
of this newsletter) turned to the greater 
religious freedom of the Internet, and of 
Russia’s neighboring country of Finland.

In response, Yuri developed an innovative 
strategy to reach Russian people with 
the gospel through an online travel and 
exploration show with spiritual content. 
Once the programming draws at least 1,000 
regular followers, the YouTube channel will 
begin broadcasting informal worship services. 
Yuri believes they’ll start this autumn. 
The program has about 300 followers on 
YouTube, 300 more on its Facebook page, 
and an additional 300 on VK, a popular 
Russian social media platform. 

As the online services begin to draw a 
consistent following of viewers, Yuri plans to 
eventually organize those viewers who are 
interested into real-world house churches or 
small groups. Nazarene congregations and 
pastors on the district are ready to provide 
support, especially the congregation and 
pastor in Volgograd, where Yuri previously 
was a pastor. He considers this will be the 
mother church of 
any new groups 
that are planted.

Such an 
approach will not 
violate Russia’s 
recently enacted 
laws limiting 
evangelism and 
where Christians 
can meet for 
worship.

“If they like an 
adventure program, when we start to talk 
about spiritual things they already like and 
trust us, and they start to hear from us the 
message about God and the gospel. They 
give us trust in that area.”

see “YOUTUBE” • page 6

Watch the adventure

Youtube

http://tiny.cc/hiypzy

Website

https://alfa-news.tv/

Facebook

https://www.facebook.
com/alfanewstv/
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Yuri is making his vision a reality 
through creative partnerships.

He turned to a Christian TV station 
in Finland to partner with him in 
developing, filming and producing 
Alfa-News.TV. The station donates 
studio space, and one week of time 
every month from one of their 
salaried employees. A Christian 
marketing firm in Siberia donated a 
drone so the team could shoot high 
quality aerial video footage. Several 
of Yuri’s Russian friends in the film 
profession volunteer their time and 
expertise, as well.

Why partner with a station 
in Finland? Finland shares an 
extensive border with Russia, and 
has a significant Russian-speaking 
population; many Russian people 
are interested in Finland, or travel 
there on vacation. Yuri moved to 
St. Petersburg, close to Finland’s 
border, making it easier and more 
affordable to travel there regularly 
for planning and filming episodes of 
the show. 

With high-end camera work, editing 
and graphic animations, the show 
is competitive with other secular 
programming in the genre.

In one episode, the team of 
geolocators visit a medieval castle 
where they reveal interesting 

aspects of the fortress’s architecture 
and history, as well as provide travel 
tips for tourists. Yuri shares religious 
or spiritual history of the site, 
connecting it to topics of spirituality.

Episodes often feature the team 
praying together for viewers or 
future visitors to the site.

Another 12-episode series follows 
Yuri and a group of Nazarene Eurasia 
Region leaders on a TransSiberian 
Railway trip from Moscow, in the 
west of Russia, to Voldovostock on 
the far east border with China and 
North Korea. The group learn about 
the cultures of cities along the way, 

YOUTUBE: Viewers will be invited to form small groups   
Continued from page 4

while stopping to pray for God’s 
Spirit to be present and active in 
each city.

Additionally, the team record 
occasional programs in which they 
simply sit and discuss a complex 
topic that is relevant to both Finland 
and Russia. 

Join us in prayer for the team and 
the ministry they are doing. Also, 
please pray for the people who will 
see the show, for God to speak to 
them through it.  q

-- By Gina Grate Pottenger
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Follow Us

“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:

“These are the words of him who is holy and 
true, who holds the key of David. What he opens 
no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can 

open. I know your deeds. See, I have placed 
before you an open door that no one can shut. I 
know that you have little strength, yet you have 
kept my word and have not denied my name.”

-- Revelation 3:7-8

Prayer requests
Pray for the people in Russia as well as Arabic-speaking countries and 
for the ministers who use technologies available to tell people the Good 
News about God.

Pray for Armenian Nazarenes as they continue to look for and create 
new opportunities to start new groups of believers.

Pray for Nazarenes across Eurasia to recognize the calling of the 
Holy Spirit to unite in God’s mission to the world. Ask God to raise up 
believers, local churches and districts to be senders and supporters, as 
well as new cross-cultural workers for the harvest.

We are a Christian people

As members of the Church Universal, we join with all true 
believers in proclaiming the Lordship of Jesus Christ and in 
affirming the historic Trinitarian creeds and beliefs of the 
Christian faith. We value our Wesleyan-Holiness heritage and 
believe it to be a way of understanding the faith that is true to 
Scripture, reason, tradition, and experience. 

We are a holiness people

God, who is holy, calls us to a life of holiness. We believe that 
the Holy Spirit seeks to do in us a second work of grace, called 
by various terms including “entire sanctification” and “baptism 
with the Holy Spirit”-cleansing us from all sin, renewing us in the 
image of God, empowering us to love God with our whole heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves, and 
producing in us the character of Christ. Holiness in the life of 
believers is most clearly understood as Christlikeness.

We are a missional people

We are a sent people, responding to the call of Christ and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to go into all the world, witnessing 
to the Lordship of Christ and participating with God in the 
building of the Church and the extension of His kingdom 
(Matthew 28:19-20; 2 Corinthians 6:1). Our mission (a) 
begins in worship, (b) ministers to the world in evangelism and 
compassion, (c) encourages believers toward Christian maturity 
through discipleship, and (d) prepares women and men for 
Christian service through Christian higher education. 

Learn more at: www.nazarene.org/articles-faith

Who are Nazarenes?
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